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see ATLANTIC LIFE 
E ae MEETS THE PENTAGON 


From December 28 to the 31st demonstrators 
from all over the country gathered at the 
Pentagon to demand peace. The three day 
action was organized primarily by the 
Atlantic Life Community, a radical catholic 
community founded by the Berrigans, sister 
Elizabeth McCallister and others. These 
three days were the culmination of an 
entire year of vigils, protests etc by 
various groups from across the country; 
some from as far away as Canada and the 
west coast. Each group went to the Penta- 
gon for a week. On December 28-31 these 
groups all came together for a three day 
action which climaxed on December 31st 
with a massive civil disobedence. 


On December 28th there was a silent vigil 
for an hour. As I entered the concourse 
area from the escalators it was beautiful 
to see large groups of demonstrators in 
circles. There were signs, candles and 
prayers. Then we formed a big circle and 
sang spiritual/peace songs. The voices 

of people singing contrasted sharply with 
the cold walls of the Pentagon and the 
hard stares of some of the generals. Then 
I went outside to join the group by the 
riverside entrance. In the cold demonstra- 
tors stood holding upside-down US flags 
with “disarm for life" written over the 
stars and stripes. 


The second day of the action could have 
been the day with the most participants. 
We encircled the Pentagon using only a 
| few banners and scarves and whereas the 
TA ~ra Washington Post reported about 200 demon- 
cn i= strators there must have been at least 
-GEURE 900 of us. We then proceeded to release 
eed Gem Se r baloons, sing songs and create a lot of 
| f noise. A circle of people affirming life 
ae eee in contrast to the machine of death. 
The civil disobedience action on December 
31st was really creative. There was ex- 
cellent guerrilla theatre in the concourse 
depicting how huge defense companies earn 
billions of dollars figuring out ways to 
destroy the earth. Out by the riverside 
entrance there was more guerrilla theatre. 


continued on See. 
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Anarchy? 


Authoritarian people always ask me, 
"Why Anarchy?" And when ever they do I 
always know that they're questioning ny 
use of a word, knowing little or nothing 
of the philosophy. Because as untried as 
Anarchy may seem, it remains a belief 
which is based upon total freedom and 
human values. Values which everyone should 
find appealing. 


Anarchism more than anything is a way 
of life. A life in which an individual is 
unhampered by old ethics, morality or 
oppressive law. Its a life of equality 
allowing anyone to become your sister or 
brother. But maybe most important it is a 
life which allows each person to march to 
her/his own drum; to develope in the full- 
est manner. So Anarchy is a society with- 
out leaders nor followers, where culture 
is composed of the total sum of the in- 
dividuals not a: few dictatorial moralist 
or old buildings. 


Anarchism is new and always changing. 
It is am evolutionary process from within. 
Anarchism rises above written history and 
19th century manefestos. Anarchy is the 
past. And the only future fot humans, 
because it is the only way of life/philo- 
sophy which is reinvented everyday. There- 
fore Anarchy offers both total freedom and 
a society which the people mold day by 
day..There is no comparison in any “repre- 
sentative” beauracarcy. 


I'm an Anarchist for all these rea-. 
sons. But also I'm an Anarchist because I 


believe in humans. Because I want my child- 


ren to live free making their own decis- 
ions, and because I want my freedom. I 
no longer can bear to sit and watch the 
world held down by the authoritarians of 
the east or west. 


Why not Anarchy? is what we should 
really be asking. Or have the authorities 
suppressed us to the extent the people 
fear their own freedom? In every society 
of the past there have been the bold 
rebels who wanted more. There were also 
those who were happy with their kings and 
serfdom. It all comes down to whether 
you're on the side of human evolution or 
out dated ideas and ethics. 


Scott M. Rodell 


DOROTHY DAY -- The Anarchy of Total Goodness 


Dorothy Day, the anarchopacifist and 
founder of the Catholic Worker move- 
ment, has died at age 83. For nearly 50 
years she was a social activist who gave 
her life to those who were merely human 
but who often seemed less than that in 
the eyes of respectable society. And 
through this labor she accomplished daily 
the seemingly impossible: the practice of. 
anarchism as a disciple of Peter Kropotkin 
and the practice of Christian love with- 
in the authority of the Roman Catholic 
church. 


Dorthy was a unique woman and often an 
infuriating one. She drove bishops, arch- 
bishops and at least one cardinal nearly 
mad with the radical directness of her 
Christian effort and the unpretentious- an 
ness of her charity. In the 1920's she 
was a radical journalist and Bohemian, 

a drinking buddy of Eugene O'Neill and 
the poet Hart Crane: she took lovers, 
gave birth to an illegitimate child, was 
arrested many times for political causes, 
and challenged the church on policies 
ranging from support of Franco in the 
Spanish Civil War to local labor problems, 
the Vietnam war and the arms race. The 
fathers in authority never quite knew 
whether they were dealing with a saint 

of a stupendous pain in the ass, but they 
were awed by her indiscriminate and un- 
alterable love of the Mystical Body of 
Christ. 


Dorthy could also irritate her fellow 
anarchists, though she unashamedly de- 
clared her alligence to the major ai 
anarchist writers and activists. Other 
anarchists, burned out by struggle, had 
to admire Dorthy for being politically 
active for so many decades and active 
literally on a daily and hourly basis, 
but her humility was troubling to many 
left activists who knew less about them- 
selves than Dorthy knew about herself and 
who thought her charitable work in found- 
ing and opefating more than 40 "hospitality 
houses” and communal farms for the home- 
less and derelict seemed pointless in 
times of revolutionary struggle and class 
war. 

Dorthy Day, however, knew the secret that 
many of us miss: that a belief or ideal 
is meaningless unless it lives fully with- 
in us and that such a living faith must 
always have an immediate practical appli- 
cation in our daily lives. Once when 
askeé to explain how she saw her task 

she said simply: "We work to make the 
world a place where it is easier for 
people to be good...We confess to being 
fools, and we wish we were more so." Both 
Christianity and anarchism have lost a 
principal activist and a gicrious fool, 
an outstanding exemplar of love and free- 
dom in our time. 


MINGO 


ESSENTIAL ANARCHY 
Dear "Emancipation": 


Anarchism is so natural and obvious I 
have to laugh at the way this neurotic 
society ties itself in knots trying to 
do things some other way. It is as if 
everyone but the anarchists and perhaps 
a few mystic sages are running around 
wearing blindfolds. All they can see is 
a little cockeyed patch of light near 
their feet but not the reality that 
blooms everywhere around us. 


I think a lot about these things when- 
ever I see a copy of "Emancipation", a 
pubhication I enjoy reading because it 

is not self-serving or tightly bound in 
group-think. If it is occasionally has 

an angry or preachy line or two that I 
find off the target these are balanced 
out generally by its saltiness, sincerty, 
variety of tone and subject matter, and 

a lack of sectarian pettiness. Most of 
the Left/Progressive_movement and its 
publications are either too dry, too 
narrow, too arrogant and\pretentious, or 
too short on radical imagination to be 
helpful to me and as each day goes by I 
become more convinced that only the re- 
viving anarchist movement can bring about 
what is really needed by this country and 
the rest of the world: aprofound radical 
reconstruction of society. 


In my work in many kinds of community and 
political struggles I have grown increas- 
ingly pessimistic about the prospects of 
employing any sort of conventional methods 
for turning society around and bringing 
an end to the needless waste of human 
life, essential resources, and the very 
earth we stand on. In working with envir- 
onmentalists, liberal democrats, Trots, 
democratic socialists, Marxist-Leninists, 
starry eyed prepies, reformists, career- 
ists and counter-revolutionaries of 

every coloration, I have repeatedly ex- 
perienced that awful sinking feeling 
which says: "This is the same destructive, 
ego-inflating merry-go-round we've been 
on before. And these people in all their 
livid self-righteousness and hostility 
will never create the free, just society 
we must have." Another way, another re- 
sponse is needed; but also a completely 
fresh and enriched manner of perceiving 
who we are as individuals, who we are as 
parts of social units, and especially 

who and what we are as part of this planet 
and of existence itself. 


Each day\in movement experience has in- 
creased my\conviction that only in 
anarchism is\there a set of principles 
which will allew the natural process of 
social revolution to take place. Each 

day in life experience convices me that 

a political doctrine without a complete 
ecological perspective and an under- 
standing of the human's\infinite capacity 
for psychological growth and spiritual 
union is a doctrine incapable of working 
in this horrendous mess. Only in anarchism 
is the human perceived whole-= not simply 
as a person with special economic, politi- 
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cal or social needs, values and desires 
but as an individual infinitely able to 
value, understand and achieve freedom 
within her or his owl life, and thus able 
to understand and achieve freedom within 
her or his own life, and thus able to 
understand and experience total social, 
ecological and spiritual integration. 


Anarchism is the only doctrine of politi- ` 


cal action based on a deep intuitive un- 
derstanding that the ego is a sham. 

These words may sound very strange in a 
political comment, but let me try to ex- 
plain in detail what I mean. Left polit- 
ical movements generally fail to come to 
fruition and actual armed revolutions do 
not bring about a transformationed revolu- 
tionary society because the methods and 
ideologies used -- and the human responses 
these represent -- are little more than 
mirror images of the bourgeois and prima- 
tive patrilineal societies they sought to 
replace, And these bourgeois and primitive 
patrilineal social and political forms a 
are closed or limited systems constructed 
with a distain for nature and a basic con- 
tempt for the individual human's worth 
while pretending to be exact reflections 
of what the world is about. 


Most of the so-called civilized cultures 
of the world suffer from a profound ten- 
sion and sickness I usually call Dualism- 
itis. This disorder, laid out for us un- 
ceasingly as an ideal by our culture, 
parents, teachers, peers and bosses, and 
based in part on subtle desires for "cer- 
tainty" and on a fear of death, prompts 
the individual to see himself or herself 
as separate from others, occupying social- 
ly a private and fortified territory, 
struggling psychologically to gain a sente 
of security as each of us embraces pre- 
packaged idenitity roles and emplys elab- 
orately constructed game plans. It is 
Dualism-itis -- that supreme piece of 
trickery by the ego -- which is the basis 
for all hierarchial forms and mentalicon- 
cepts in our lives. In political theory 
and practice iteencourages placing faith 
in a class, party, government, army or 
leader rather than in oneself because 

in the end it is a game of power and 
ultimately one of self-hatred. It is a 
condition which divides human from human 
and the individual from nature itself, a 
and finally dividing the person from 

his or her own mind and being, the 
creation of a sense of alienation in 
every aspect of our lives. Dualism 

is an illusionary search and struggle 

to confirm one's identity, and to 

locate some solid, permanent ground 
beneath one's feet. It is the basis 

of the authoritarian personality and 

the mechanism within the individual 

which forces each of us to choose 
unconsciously such styles of action 

as anger, hatred and aggression. 


Everyone on this earth has a capacity for 
the dualistic, but in Western and Near E 
Eastern culture, in the entire range of 
Judeo-Christian-Capitalist-Marxist teach- 
ings, this inclination has been trans- 
formed into a great spiritual and phil- 
osophical well-spring. Plato, Aris- 
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totle, the purtanical St. Paul, 
Pythagoras, Descartes, Hegel and Marx 
have each helped to compound this 
absolutely nonsensical notion that 
Man stands separate from and above 
Nature, that there is a division be- 


tween mind and biology, that priviledge 
and hierarchy are in fact part of a 
natural order, and that everything and 
everyone is an object that can and should 
be viewed, measured and judged from the 
outside. It has also wedged us into the 
seemingly paradoxical belief-- so lav- 
ishly worked in the blood baths and 
industrilization of this century-- that 
the priviledged human is in command of 
the process of history itself but 
individuals within this process are in- 
significant and may be used or discarded 
when they challenge the fantasies of 
national or cultural destiny. 


Shamans, true hippies, Tantric yogis, 
Taoist sages, American Indians and 

people who have taken the correct 

amounts of LSD know that there is no 
hierarchy of qualities in life. They | 
know that the universe and all creatures 
in it are intrinsically in a condition 
of complete wisdom, love and compassion, 
acting in natural response and mutual 
interdependence. They know that the life 
of a plant, a stone, an Albert Einstein 
or a gypsy dancer is each as complete, 
perfect and beautiful as each other. And 
that a plant, a stone, an Einstein or a 
gypsy dancer knows this within its being. 
The truth about life is that we are not 
seperate objects but are unendingly a 
part of the process of existence, changing 
and passing moment by moment along within 
utter timelessness. Our absolutely pri- 
mary task as humans is to escape from the 
hallucination that we are each one of us 
a seperate ego in an alien universe, but 
that each one of us is the whole works: 
what is real for always and will ever be. 


This sense of the total inter-relation- 
ship of life of the autonomous intellig- 
ence in nature, of the deep commonality 
of the human species, and the desire to 
be in touch with what is real in our- 
selves and the cosmos in the basic ground 
of all anarchist thought. Although spoken 


of and written about in political and 
economic terms and specifics, anarchism 


is based on a depth psychology of freedom, 
egolessness, mutal aid and the power of 
no-power. This is simply a tight system 
of theory but a direct expression of the 
experience of the free self and the silence 
of life's harmony. It is.a psychology 
grounded in transcendent self-knowledge, 
a profound sense of wakefulness and inte- 
gration, a radical naturalness which 
speaks of the total connectness of person 
and planet, social human to sexual human, 
and sexually to spiritually. It isa 
psychology of the abstract but also of 
the concrete, of the ideal but the prag- 
matic, of the conceptual but above all 
else of the experiential. We learn though 
the naturalness of self that opposities 
are not antagonists but, within one's self, 
~“ are necessary to each other's balance. 
.. Unlike the purtanical and fear-ridden who 


GUILTY BY A JURY MATRIX OF CIBERNETICALLY ANALOGDUS 
| PARABOUC PEERS~~ GUILTY OF STANDING IN THE 
WAY OF THE EMPIRES 


are manifested as the anti-egalitarians 

of both Left and Right, we do not choose 
the styles of control and eggression but 
inherently understand the virtues and the 
relationships of both body and inner self, 
of inner source and social action, and 
thus come to accept and integrate all 
features of human life so that every as- 
pect of intelligence and good will, every 
potentiality of each human finds its ex- 
pression and fulfillment. The anarchist 
does not depend on bullets, bombs or bal- 
lots to achieve an ideal, but creates it 
daily by the One Person Revolution with 
which he or she faces a confused, decad- 
ent and dieing world. To not manifest 
one's self fully and create the revolution 
is to cheate and endanger all other humans. 
Radical self-knowledge is the key and 
entranceway to this revolution, and you 
and I are the path itself to the transfor- 
mation of society. hie ee 


‘And so, friends and lovers, in a world 


where death is the hunter and we take 
this form but once, waste no time in 
regrets, guilts, doubts, dissatisfact- 
ion or petty hatred. There is time now 
only for utter wakefulness, precision, 
decisive action and persistence in 
audacity, for the true revolution must 

be made today and by the efforts of all 
members of society. Come see yourself for 
who you really are, embrace the immpeccib- 
ility of the warrior, and jion this dance 
called Anarchy, that sublime chaos which 
is the only natural order. 


In love.& victory! 
Nick Shscherbatsky 


THERE’S NO MISTAKE~-YE HAVE BEEN DEEMED 


ENERGY FUTURE iy 
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continued fromi, 


People covered in blood died on the 

front steps of the building. Then these 
"corpses" were bagged and markers were 
left bearing the names of people who died 
in Vietnam. These "corpses" were then 
dragged across the street (representing 
Arlington Cemetery) and buried. Meanwhile 
Jim went up to the pillar and proceeded 
to throw blood (extracted from Atlantic 
Life themselves) all over the building. 
Ashes were also thrown. These actions 
resulted in the arrest of 31 people. Sym- 
bolically at least, the results of the 
Pentagon's daily murdering was made clear 
to the people who were in the offices. 
The sight of human blood dripping slow- 
ly down the pillars graphically illustrated 
the need to stop the Pentagon and its 
plans for war. There were many banners 
demanding that the US get out of El Sal- 
vador. Finally there was a procession of 
death itself and followed by people carry- 
ing white crosses with the names of 
American Indian tribes, Vietnamesse etc. 


Shortly after that procession the action * 
ended for me upon learning that one of 

my affinity group members was arrested. 
He was busted for placing his foot in a 
pool of blood and making *"blood-print" 

on the wall. The male demonstrators who 
were arrested were sent to DC jail and 
held on 5 to 11 thousand bond, which 

must be paid in full. They all stayed in 
jail until their arraignment. Some demon- 
strators were given 10 or 30 day senten- 
ces (recitivists were treated more harsh- 
ly.) On January 6th I went to my friend's 
arraignment, fortunately he was released 
on personal recognisance and his trail 
was postponed until January 13th. In 
another trial Vincent Kay was charged with 
throwing ashes ("defacing government 
property") which totalled according to 
the Pentagon officiaks about $5 to clean 
up. Vincent, who had no lawyer, took the 
stand and explained in a polite manner, 
why he took the action he did. "I want 

a future for humanity, for the children 
eeewe must stop the arm's race." The US 
magistrate found him guilty and sentenced 
him to a full year, nine months suspended 
with a $250 fine; plus two years proba- 
tion. The intimidation is obvious. 


This was the third Pentagon action last 
year and the government wants it to stop. 
Unfortunately the government won't get 
their wish. The next action is already 
planned for Mother's Day. 


There are still up-coming trials for 
those who blocked and spilled blood on 
December 31. In addition the Ploughshare 
8, a group of radical Catholics who 
smashed nuclear war heads at a GE plant 
are going on trial beginning around Dec- 
ember 18th. Please come out and support 
these peopke in their struggle for 
peace. Call Washington Peace Center: 
234-2000 for more information. 
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VOX VULGI 


January 30th thru Febuary 1st -- National Moblilization For Sur- 
vival national conference, Pittsburgh, PA. For information 
or transportation contact Joe Miller at 234-2000. 7 


January 31st — 1:00 at the National Portrait Gallery, 8th and 
F- streets NW, play on Mother Jones. 


Febuary 6th =-=- Potomac Alliance strategy meeting, lla.m., 2121 
Decatur Place NW. 


Febuary 1th thru 15th =æ National Anti-Draft conference in 
Detroit. For rides and information call the Peace Center 
at 23-2000. 


Febuary 27th thru 28th -— Peace Conferenc, "The Relevance of 
Non<violence", Call Haroid for further information, 23-2000. 


Febuary 27th thru March 1st — Women’s Pentagon Action evaluation 
meeting, Amherst, MA, information: 83-28) 


May ist ==- May Day action. 


May 10th =- Mother's Day Pentagon Action. 


"Hmancipation" just scraped through 1980. As we greet the new year our 
resolve is stronger than ever to keep this monthly going and free to 
the public. Help us stay on the map and rattle the state, subsgribe now. 


one year $3.00 
Two years $5.50 
free to prisoners 


Name (Alias) 


Address 
. City State Zip 
Ao. OG B/A THE ANARCHIST ASSOCIATION OF THE AMERICAS 
Post Office Box Benjamin Franklin Station The District of Columbia 20044 


